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The Facts About Low Literacy*
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1 in 6 
Georgian adults have  
low literacy skills1

$10K
or 30% per year  
less than adults  
with a high school  
diploma2

$1.26B
in social services  
and lost tax revenue  
annually3 

Georgia adults with  
low literacy earn

Adults with low  
literacy cost Georgia 

*NOTE:  Failure to earn a high school diploma is a key indicator for low literacy;  
like many states, Georgia uses high school dropout data as a proxy for adult low literacy.  

SOURCES: 1) ACS; 2011-2013, Adults, ages 19-65; 2) U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics Table A-4; 3) See appendix, pg. 12



Low literacy is a multi-generational problem; 
without intervention, Georgia’s workforce 
and economy will be negatively affected
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Georgia has over 
1 million  
adults with low literacy 
skills which may  
significantly impact 
the future of the state4 

SOURCES: 
1) Beaudette, P., Chalasani, K., Rauschenberg, S. (2017). How 
Do Students’ 3rd Grade Reading Levels Relate to their ACT/
SAT Performance and Chance of Graduating from High 
School? The Governor’s Office of Student Achievement. 
Atlanta, GA.  

2) ProLiteracy

3) US Census

4) See appendix, pg. 13

HIGH  
SCHOOL  
DROPOUT

THE LOW 
LITERACY 

CYCLE

The poverty rate  
for high school 
dropouts is over 
twice as high as 
adults with a  
HS diploma  
(26% vs. 13%)3  

Children whose 
parents have low 
literacy levels  
have a 72%  
chance of being  
at the lowest  
reading level2

65% of 3rd grade GA 
students can’t read pro-
ficiently; these students 
are more likely to drop 
out of high school1

NOT  
PROFICIENT  
AT READING  
BY 3RD GRADE

LOW  
LITERATE  
PARENTS

https://gosa.georgia.gov/sites/gosa.georgia.gov/files/related_files/press_release/3rd%20Grade%20Reading-Graduation-ACT-SAT%20Analysis%20Final%2003222017.pdf
https://gosa.georgia.gov/sites/gosa.georgia.gov/files/related_files/press_release/3rd%20Grade%20Reading-Graduation-ACT-SAT%20Analysis%20Final%2003222017.pdf
https://proliteracy.org/Portals/0/pdf/PL_AdultLitFacts_US_flyer.pdf?ver=2016-05-06-145137-067

https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2016/demo/p60-256.html



The State of Georgia’s Jobs
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88%

SOURCES: Georgetown University Center on Education and the Workforce; US Census Bureau- 2015 ACS  

By 2018,

will require a high school diploma or  
post-secondary credential

Over 820,000 Georgians will not qualify for these 
jobs for lack of a high school diploma or GED.

of all jobs in Georgia 

There will be 590,000 jobs for the 820,000 Georgians 
who do not have a high school diploma or GED



The State of Georgia’s Jobs

Industry Distribution of Adults with Low Literacy
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SOURCES: ACS; 2011-2013, Adults 25+

Industry 	 Employment Distribution

Administration 	 1%
Agriculture 	 4%
Construction 	 18%
Education 	 3%
Entertainment (Food Service) 	 12%
Financial Services 	 2%
Information Services 	 1%
Medical Services 	 4%
Manufacturing 	 17%
Military 	 0%
Professional Services 	 10%
Retail 	 11%
Social and Community Assistance 	 2%
Service 	 7%
Transportation 	 4%
Wholesale 	 3%
TOTAL 	 100%



Georgia’s Low Literate Workforce

58% of Georgia’s adults with low literacy are employed in the  
construction, manufacturing, restaurant and retail industries.

Currently, no Georgians with low literacy are enlisted 
in the military.

• These jobs are typically filled by the local workforce.

• As more of these jobs are replaced with robotics and automation, fewer jobs will be  
available to adults with low literacy.

•	 In 2016, Georgia ranked sixth in the nation as having the largest number of active and reserve  
members in the military.  Georgia values service in the military and provides numerous benefits for 
individuals serving and veterans.

•	 High school is generally required to enlist in the military. While a GED was once allowed for  
enlistment, the military’s more stringent standards now require a GED and several college-level 
courses (“New recruiting standards making it more difficult for youngsters to get into the military.” 
Stephanie Chuang reports for NBC, June 11, 2013).  

•	 If Georgia’s low literate populations grow, the state’s military recruitment efforts will be challenged.
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SOURCES: US Military Entrance Requirements from todaysmilitary.com



Growth in Georgia’s Economy  
Demands an Educated Workforce

Georgia’s Key Industry Focus
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SOURCES: Sources: Georgia Dept. of Economic Development, http://www.georgia.org/
* “Headquarters” refers to the 18 Fortune 500 companies with headquarters in Georgia 

Aerospace
Life Sciences
Headquarters*
Financial Services
Energy Solutions and Environment Business
Information Technology
Advanced Manufacturing
Defense
Data Centers
Tourism
Agribusiness
Arts
Automotive
Entertainment
Food Processing
Logistics and Transportation
Contact Centers

Majority of jobs 
require high school 
diploma

Predicted signifi-
cant impact from 
robotics and auto-
mation in the next 
ten years



Adults with low literacy cost Georgia  
$1.26 billion in social services and  
lost tax revenue annually
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$356M
Uninsured Costs

(Kaiser; Modern Healthcare)

$52M
Public  

Assistance  
e.g., SNAP 
(2010 Census)

$818M
Prison  

Population  
Costs 

(Ga. Department of  
Corrections, 2016)

$29M
Unemployment 

Lost Tax  
Revenue 
(2010 Census)

$1.26B/year
See Appendix (pg. 12) for calculations and assumptions
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Literacy is a complex issue and should be addressed holistically  
with researchers, policymakers, business leaders, and stakeholders.

Continue building a listing of Georgia public, private and non-
profit organizations involved in improving literacy on all levels.

Additional research is needed to review and assess national 
best practices to improve literacy from birth through adulthood.

A short, focused, business-led commission should conduct research, 
host statewide hearings and report recommendations for policies, 
resources, organizational structures and programs that will lead to 
breaking the multi-generation cycle of low literacy in Georgia.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Action Needed



Appendix
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About The Study

Literacy For All engaged Deloitte to conduct this pro bono study in January 2017.
Literacy For All (LFA) is a campaign dedicated to breaking the cycle of multigenerational
low literacy, and a donor-advised fund of the Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta.

The mission of Literacy For All is to serve as the connector and convener of the Georgia 
literacy community -- linking donors to community partners, and partners to one another – 
to innovate, champion, and fund multi-generational literacy opportunities and spark  
transformative policy that benefits people of all ages.
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Additional Research Summary

American Community Survey; 2011-2013, Adults 19-65; Currently 819,000 adults do not 
have a high school diploma. Additionally, approximately 20% of adults, ages 19-65,  
with a high school diploma, have low literacy skills. (Goodman M., et al. (2013), Literacy, 
Numeracy, and Problem Solving in Technology-Rich Environments Among U.S. Adults,  
Results from the Program for the International Assessment of Adult Competencies 2012: 
First Look (NCES 2014-18). U.S. Dept. of Education, Washington, D.C.: National Center for 
Education Statistics. Retrieved from http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch.)
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